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THE REGIONAL PERSPECTIVE 
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•  The creation of the ESFRI Roadmap has opened strong opportunities to involve 
all Member States and Associated Countries, exploit the potential for 
scientific excellence and technological growth also in the newer 
Member States, and in particular encourage the involvement of 
different European regions. 

•   ESFRI is committed to supporting the regional stakeholders in order to 
realise their ambitions. 

•  Regional Partner Facilities would be either associated with large scale 
research infrastructures or with other complementary infrastructures (e.g. in a 
pan-European distributed research infrastructure) 
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•  Three groups of facilities can be distinguished in the ESFRI Roadmap:  

•  i) those which fundamentally are e-infrastructures (e.g. the bio-informatics 
Elixir project or the biodiversity observatory Lifewatch system) where 
therefore this aspect has to be solved first for them to exist; 

•  ii) distributed facilities (BBMRI for biobanks or EPOS for seismic 
activities);  

•  iii) those facilities for whom e-infrastructures will be important at least for data 
acquisition, processing and distribution to users, and have therefore already 
engaged in developing these aspects, also, in some cases, in partnership with 
industry (such as the PRACE initiative for high performance computing). 
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ELIXIR 
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Discussion & Questions 
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